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RESOLUTION ON EXECUTIVE AGENCY PROCUREMENT OF
PRINTING AND DUPLICATING

WHEREAS, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Memdtan M-02-07 proposes
executive branch policy allowing agencies to pradocprocure their own printing without going
through the Government Printing Office (GPO); and

WHEREAS, the impact on public access to government inféionahrough the Federal Depository
Library Program was inadequately addressed by #graenandum; and

WHEREAS, OMB has recommended that Chapter 48, Subpanf8t& Code of Federal
Regulations (Federal Acquisitions Regulations) be amendeeéfiect the policy outlined in OMB
Memorandum M-02-07; and

WHEREAS, public comment on the proposed regulations torahtlee Federal Acquisitions
Regulations has not yet been requested; and

WHEREAS, Title 44, Section 501 of tHénited States Code requires Executive branch agencies to
procure their printing through GPO; and

WHEREAS, for over a century GPO'’s role as central coordinaf printing has facilitated the
procuring, indexing, cataloging, and distributifggovernment information to the public; and

WHEREAS, the decentralization of printing for executiveeagies as proposed in the memorandum
would disrupt the efficient link between productiand cataloging, indexing and distribution of
government information; and

WHEREAS, the decentralization of printing would disrupt tissemination of government
information through the Federal Depository Libr&@npgram, the GPO Sales Program, the Library of
Congress International Exchange Program, By-Lawiligion to the National Archives, Senate and
House Libraries, the Library of Congress &felO Access; and



WHEREAS, OMB claims there will be savings of $50 milliom$70 million by permitting agencies
to perform or procure their own printing, while GB@nalysis shows that if all executive branch
printing were to be removed from GPO, the cosheo@overnment could potentially increase over
current levels by $231.5 million to $335.2 millionthe first year, and from $152.8 million to $256.
million annually thereafter; and

WHEREAS, a recent study from the Department of Healthldathan Services,Review of the
National Institutes of Health Printing Program,” documented that large amounts of government
information produced outside of GPO are not sedpository libraries in Compliance with Title
44, Chapters 17 and 19 of tbeited Sates Code; and

WHEREAS, a 1998 management audit of GPO by Booz-Allen & Ham, Inc., under contract to
the General Accounting Office found widespread supm the executive branch for GPQO’s services;
and

WHEREAS, the American Library Association has long suppbdecentralized procurement
program for printing services; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American Library Association urge OMBettsure executive agencies
compliance with Title 44 of thenited States Code; and be it further

RESOL VED, that urge OMB solicit public comment on the pre@ad regulations to amend the
Federal Acquisitions Regulations through Eeeleral Register; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the American Library Association urge appiage Congressional committees to
hold hearings on OMB Memorandum M-02-07 to assedsaadress its fiscal impact and potential
effect on dissemination to Federal Depository Lilsand public access to government information.
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